
6/2/04

Archbishop Sean O'Malley
Archdiocese of Boston

Dear Archbishop O'Malley,

     I am writing to support the appeal that our parish has prepared for your 
consideration regarding the closing of Sacred Heart in Lexington.  My family 
and I live in Arlington, and we looked for a long time for a Roman Catholic 
Church that offered a smaller worship setting with committed, bright, and 
progressive leaders.  I am a faithful Catholic and have raised my two sons as 
Catholics, as I promised, even though my wife is not a Catholic.  Sacred Heart has 
been a wonderful, accepting place where my faith and my children's have grown 
and strengthened.  

     We come to Sacred Heart because it offers us an important option for a 
worship community and a more intimate physical setting than many of the other 
larger, more impersonal churches in our area.  My younger son is due to make 
his first communion next year, and frankly now I don't know what I will do.  
While it is assumed that the parishioners in Lexington will just go to St. 
Brigid's, it's not so easy for us.  St. Brigid's is a bigger parish and lacks the 
atmosphere found at Sacred Heart.  There are many families from Arlington who 
attend Sacred Heart for reasons similar to mine, and I can tell you that I won't 
be simply attending church at my local parish if Sacred Heart must close.  I 
don't know where I will go, and I don't know yet what the outcome will be due 
to the interruption in my children's religious education program.  I hope that 
you will seriously consider our request to keep Sacred Heart Parish in 
Lexington operating.  If you can see no other way to this financial problem for the 
Boston Archdiocese, I hope you realize the magnitude of the impact your 
decision will have on the faith lives of many of us, and the coming generation.  
Please reconsider your decision.

Sincerely,

Member of Sacred Heart Parish since 1999

Arlington, MA 02474

